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COURSE SCHEDULE:
Session One: Canst thou by searching find out God (Job 11:7)
Session Two: Who are you, God (Ex. 3:13)?
Session Three: What is man that Thou art mindful of him (Psa. 8:4)?
Session Four: What manner of man is this Jesus (Matt. 8:27)?
Session Five: So the Spirit of God came in power (1 Sam. 16:13; Acts 1:8)
Session Six: “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 
5:32).
Session Seven: All the believers were together and were continually devoting themselves 

to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. (Acts 2:44, 42)

Session Eight: We wait for the blessed hope-- the glorious appearing of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ (Tit. 2:13)

TOPIC ONE:  Canst thou by searching find out God (Job 11:7).  Where do we learn of 
God, His works and His world? Where do we hear the ____________ of God?

!
General Revelation  Psalm 19; Rom. 1:18-32; 2:14-15; Acts 17:22-31
! Reasoning from nature
! Seeing God in creation

Is there truth outside of Christianity?
What of the those who have never heard of Jesus?

Special Revelation 
God works in ____________ and reveals Himself and His truth through His 
____________ so that we learn His plan of redemption in ____________.



Bible
! Bible and the Word of God

! Sacra Scriptura ____________ Verbum Dei
! Holy Scripture ____________ the Word of God
! Holy Scripture ____________ the Word of God
! Holy Scripture ____________ the Word of God
! Holy Scripture ____________ the Word of God

2 Peter 1:20-21 -- The “How”
2 Timothy 3:15-17 -- The “Result”
Psalm 19, 119; 1 Corinthians 2:12-13; John 10:34-35;Matthew 4:1-10; 5:17-18; Acts 

17:11
Inspiration: “Holy Scripture . . . is to be believed, as God's instruction, in all that it 
affirms; obeyed, as God's command, in all that it requires; embraced, as God's promise, 
in all that it promises” (Chicago Statement on Biblical Inerrancy).

Inspiration: That work of God wherein He providentially prepared and moved the 
human authors enabling them to receive and communicate according to their individual 
personalities and styles and situations the truth He would have His church know for 
His glory and human salvation.

Inerrancy:  The Bible is ____________
A commitment to inerrancy is “an advance commitment to receive as truth from God all 
that Scripture is found on inspection actually to teach” (Packer).

What the Bible prescribes, we must follow. 
What the Bible describes, we should follow as closely as reasonable 
When the Bible is silent, God did not make a mistake and forget to say something. 

Rather He intended to give us freedom to be Spirit led and wise.

Perspicuity:  All things which are necessary to be known and observed for salvation 
and conduct are revealed with sufficient clarity for all to understand (Westminster 
Catechism).  It is not clear at every point (2 Peter 3:15)

Sufficiency: It tells us all we need to know about God, salvation and how to live a godly 
life.  It does not tell us everything we need to know. Sola Scriptura or Suprema Scriptura? 



Is Scripture the ____________ authority, the ____________ authority, on ____________ 
authority? 

Prophecy:  The Spirit empowered ____________ of the Word of God which presses deep 
into the hearts and lives of people, enabling them to see their lives and circumstances in 
light of God’s perspectives, promises, priorities and purposes.

Canon: We are people of the Book.  In it God speaks authoritatively to His people
! OT: The canon of Jesus, the Palestinian Canon.  Same one Jews hold today.
! NT: All Christendom agrees

! Closed: There is no “Part 3" to the Bible until Jesus comes again.

Approaches to Biblical Authority
1 ! Objectivist: In canonical Scripture as a body God uses human language to tell us 

definitively and transculturally about His ways, works, will and worship. 
Meaning is in the text to which God's people conform their assumptions, 
attitudes and actions. Wisdom is in God's revelation. The scriptural past is wiser 
than the community's present.

2 ! Subjectivist: In the growing understanding and wisdom of the community of the 
Spirit, God uses its communal experience to tell us dynamically and culturally 
about His ways, workings, will and worship. While Scripture witnesses 
definitively to the unique work of Jesus, it also reflects a culturally and 
scientifically limited world view that we must transcend. Meaning is in the Spirit 
guided experience of God's people. Wisdom is in the Spirit's continuing work in 
the community. The community's present is wiser than the scriptural past.

Interpretation: Read the Bible in its context with the community to hear what it says.  
Do we (1) look for “deeper” meanings? (2) need history and archaeology to understand 
it? (3) need the Spirit to tell us what it means?  The Spirit illumines the Word so we see 
its divine ____________, saving ____________ and wise ____________.


