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SESSION TWO:  Who are you, God (Ex. 3:13)?

Characteristics of God
Personal – Names of God

Elohim, Theos – God, almighty one, creator, one to be feared, Gen 1:1
Adonai, Kurios – Lord, almighty ruler and judge, Psa. 110:1

! Shaddai  – mighty one, lord of providence, who takes care of His own, Psa. 91:1
Yahweh – personal name, covenant lord, the loving and relating God!, Ex. 3:14
Abba  – father, Deut. 32:6; Psa. 89:26; Isa 63:16; 64:8; Jer. 3:19; Mal. 2:10; Matt. 6:6

What is the first thing God says about Himself in the most quoted verse in the Bible by the 
Bible? 

Almighty
Compassionate
Holy 
Love
Sovereign

Immutable (unchangeable)   “God Never Differs From Himself” (A. W. Tozer)
God does not change in ___________, ___________ or ___________.  He chooses to 

enter into relationship  with His people and ___________ to them and may 
change in His attitude or action in response to repentance, resistance or prayer.

Does God change His mind?  Gen. 6:6-7; Ex. 32:12, 14; Num. 23:19; 1 Sam. 15:11, 29; 
Jonah 3:10; Jer. 18:7-10 ( ~nacham, to be sorry, console oneself, repent, regret)

Omniscient: God Knows All Knowable Things vs. God Knows All Possible Things

Omnipotent:  God has all power to do whatever He has ability to do.  He never has to 
abandon a plan because He hasn’t sufficient power to accomplish it.



Holy: ___________ pure and ___________ to

Love, Gracious, Merciful, Wrathful?

Trinity
In the unity of God's essence there subsists three persons: the Father, the Son and the 
Holy Spirit, who are consubstantial and coeternal, yet distinct in the personal mode of 
their existence, living eternally in loving relationship [the father begetting the Son, and 
the Spirit proceeding from the Father and the Son.]

Basic affirmations:

(1) There is one God; (2) the Old Testament God is the New Testament God; (3) Jesus is 
God, but not Father; (4) Holy Spirit is a divine person, but neither Father nor Son; (5) 
the New Testament is consciously trinitarian; (6) the Bible does not reason abstractly 
about Trinity.

Before anything was created, the 3 persons of the Trinity are inherently relational and 
other centered. God is love is always meaningful because the 3 persons are always 
there. 

Sovereignty and Freedom
Sovereign: God is not accountable to anyone. His plans and purposes cannot be 
overcome. God does what He wants, is everything that happens what ___________ 
___________ ?

We are free when our choices are according to our desires. Do we also have the power 
of contrary choice, the ability to say ___________ yes or no?



Election
All agree: All persons are dead (separated from God and unable to overcome in 
themselves) and under condemnation in sin.  God chose some for salvation from 
before the foundation of the world.  

Calvinists believe God’s election, His choice, is based wholly upon ___________ 
purposes and had no basis whatever in ___________ merit or actions.  Those whom He 
elected (chose) will all be saved.

Wesleyan-Arminians believe God’s prevenient (___________) grace God frees all 
persons from depravity just enough that they can make their own free choice for or 
against Jesus. God’s election, His choice, is based on His ___________ of those who 
would receive and retain Jesus as savior. Through His Because God's foreknowledge is 
perfect, all He chose will be saved.

Gerry's View: All humans are drawn because God truly wants them to come to Him. 
No one can say, "God wasn't interested in me, He didn't help me." Many of those 
drawn ones resist, preferring to worship and serve other gods and end up in hell. 
Others, receiving the same drawing, respond and come to salvation. There are some 
who are specially selected in Calvinistic ways.

Creation:  Gen. 1; Psa.33; Neh. 9:6; Isa. 40:12-26; John 1; Col.1:16-17; Heb. 11:3
All things were created in a free, personal act of the triune God.  Initial creation was ex 
nihilio, out of nothing, as a declaration of His glory.  Creation is distinct from 
(Transcendence) and dependent upon God (Immanence).

Evolutionism believes everything can be explained by the random application of 
currently operating natural law.  The key issue in the public arena is the ___________ 
of creation, not the ___________ of creation.  

Young Earth Creation: God created all things less than 10,000 years ago. The Genesis 1 
days are six, sequential twenty-four-hour days. Stars, moon, earth, trees, and animals 
were created essentially as we see them today. Adam & Eve were created as mature 
adults. (Henry Morris, Institute for Creation Research; Ken Hamm, Answers in 
Genesis)



Historic Creationism: Genesis 1 & 2 is the record of the God who created the sun, 
moon, stars, planet earth, plants, animals, etc. in the beginning (a period of time before 
our story begins) shaping the unpopulated uncultivated land of Israel into a luxuriant 
garden for Him to dwell with the first humans, His image bearers and covenant 
partners. The days are six 24 hour periods of God's working to prepare Eden. (John 
Sailhamer, Genesis Unbound)

Literary Framework: God inspired Moses to use the metaphor of the Sabbath week to 
narrate God’s acts of creation. Thus, God’s supernatural creative words or fiats are real 
and historical but their timing is unspecified. The purpose of the metaphor is to call 
Adam to imitate God in work, with the promise of entering His Sabbath rest. The days 
are in the Genesis narrative not in the act of Creation. (John Walton, Lost World of 
Genesis 1)

Theistic Evolution [Evolutionary Creation]: God created mass/energy, space/time, 
and the laws of nature in the beginning. He providentially guided the natural 
processes of evolution to produce the universe, life and humanity as we see it today. 
However this is quite different than naturalistic evolution (Biologos, Francis Collins, 
The Language of God)

Providence:  Psa 33:10-11; Matt. 5:45; Acts 14:17; Rom. 8:28; Eph. 1:11; 3:10-11 
God working out His good plan through the upholding of the creation, and direction 
of all things toward His ultimate goal.  His plan includes the decisions and actions of 
persons who act freely and responsibly.  It is opposed to Deism, God ruling merely 
through laws He established in the past and Fatalism, where all things are determined 
by impersonal, capricious fate (astrology, some psychology). 

Meticulous Providence, Compatibilism, "Script Theory": God has written a plan 
where He controls everything to the detail. He either causes or gives permission (with 
a purpose) for every event of history. Every thing that happens is according to God's 
decretive will. This is the best of all possible worlds for God’s glory. God is to history 
as Shakespeare is to Hamlet. Human freedom means we do what we want and that is 
exactly what God wants. There is no contrary choice. Sovereign means God controls 
every detail. The mystery is how God can control every detail and humans still be 
responsible for evil. (John Piper, Matt Chandler, John Frame, Bruce Ware, Many 
Calvinists)



Active Providence, "Ship" theory: God has written a plan where He directs history to 
its appointed goal. He gives us some partnership in ruling the world. Sometimes He 
controls down to the detail but most of the time He allows people to move on the deck 
of the ship. There are many happenings that are against God's will, but none are out of 
his control. This is a broken world where God works His glory. God is to history as 
Captain to ship. Sometimes He controls down to the detail but most of the time He 
allows choice. Human freedom means we do what we want within the limits of the 
ship. There is limited contrary choice. Sovereign means God is not accountable to 
anyone. His plans and purposes cannot be overcome. God does what He wants, but 
not everything that happens is what God wants. The mystery is how God can control 
the big picture and not control every detail? (A. W. Tozer; Many Evangelicals, Gerry 
Breshears)

Free Will Providence: God has perfect knowledge of all events of history by which He 
makes His plan. He only occasionally interferes in people’s decisions and never for 
salvation. God honors human freedom within His overall guidance. This is broken 
world where God works His glory. God is to history as a good King to the subjects. 
Human freedom means humans have the ability to make their own choices. While true 
choice is limited by humanity and character, it is not fixed by an external power. 
Sovereign means God is not accountable to anyone. His plans and purposes cannot be 
overcome. The mystery is how God can control history’s outcome and not control 
people’s choices? (C. S. Lewis, Philip Yancey, Jack Cottrell; Most Wesleyan-Arminians)


