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SESSION THREE:  What is man that Thou art mindful of him (Psa. 8:4)?

Where Did/Do Humans Come From?
The first humans originated from the direct creative activity of God, not from the 
random application of presently operating natural law.  They were created in God’s 
image & likeness (Gen. 1:26-28).  All subsequent humans begin existence at 
conception, not from pre-existent spirits (Mormons) or reincarnation (New Age & 
Eastern Religions).  Some say the immaterial part is created directly by God.  Others 
say humans are procreated as unitary beings.

What Are Some Key Aspects of a Human?
Spirit (ruach, pneuma): ______________ person in relation to God (Rom. 1:9; Rom 8:16), 

______________ person in relation to outer person (1 Cor. 7:34; Rom. 8:10).  Can 
be equivalent to soul (Phil. 1:27) or flesh (compare 2 Cor. 2:13 and 2 Cor. 7:5).

Soul (nepesh, psuche): The _________________ ______________ of a person (Prov. 3:22; 
Rom. 13:1, Phil. 2:30), Occasionally the ___________________ _____________ or 
a person (Matt. 10:28; Rev. 6:6-9)

! Body (soma):  Physical Whole of an Human or Animal (Gal 6:17), Group 
Considered Collectively, (Rom. 12:4-5; 1 Cor. 12:12ff), Person Turned Outward 
in Action (Rom. 6:12f; Rom. 12:1-2)

Flesh (basar, sarx): Body, meat or food (Rom. 2:28; Col 2:5), humanity (Rom. 3:20; 1 Cor. 
1:29), human nature (Isa. 40:6-8; John 1:14; Rom 8:3; sinful nature, seat of the 
sinful passions (Paul only) (Rom. 7:18, 25; Gal. 5:16, 19; Eph. 2:3), sinners as a 
race (Rom. 7:5; 8:8-9)

Heart (leb, kardia): Human person as emotional, intellectual, volitional, moral, 
religious, etc.  Denotes that which is central in human nature (Prov. 4:23; Matt. 
12:34).

Mind (nous): Human person as knowing, thinking, judging self-determining, 
responsible, etc.  It is not exalted as a Greek philosopher would.  In many 
contexts mind connotes one's outlook on life, what is called "world-view" today 
(Rom. 12:2; Eph. 4:23).

! Conscience (suneidesis) Universal capacity of moral judgment (Rom. 2:14-15).



How Many Parts in a Human?
Interacting Dualism: Immaterial and material are both real.  Each interacts with the 

other.  Our everlasting state is as somatic-spiritual persons (Gen. 2:7; Matt. 
10:28; 1 Cor. 15: 35-58; 2 Cor. 4:16-5:8).  These essences are distinguishable in life 
but divided only in death. This is opposed to both the materialism of science 
and the spiritualism (idealism) of new age and Eastern religions.

Trichotomy: Immaterial is divided into two distinct substances (1 Thess 5:23; Heb. 
4:12)

! ! Soul = affections, desires, emotions, will, self-consciousness
! Spirit = God-consciousness, spiritual capabilities
Dichotomy: Immaterial is unified.  Various terms describe various aspects of 

immaterial (Mark 12:30; Rom. 8:10; 1 Cor. 7:34; 2 Cor. 7:1)
Humans are spiritual, rational, emotional, physical, volitional, vocational, familial, 

social beings

Image of God
! What is an image (Dan. 3)?
! ! An image _______________ ______________ and ___________________ the original
! Immaterial only or whole person (Gen. 1:27; 2:7)?

Male and female bear image equally (Gen. 1:27; 1 Cor. 11:7)?
Fallen persons still in the image (Gen. 9:6; Jas. 3:9)?

! Are some people more image than others (Rom. 8:29; 2 Cor. 3:18; Col. 3:10)?
My Definition:  ____________________ _________________ and ______________________ 

_______________________ to _________________ _________________ the invisible 
characteristics of our _________________ and _________________.  

Work
Eden was built as a garden-sanctuary. Humans worshipfully serve and keep along with 

God. 
Work is the _________________ expression of _________________ energy of the LORD in 

service of others to create _________________.



Where Did Sin Come From?
! It’s always been there (Dualism)
! It was an accident.  God intended it to be good.  Somehow that plan went wrong.“Oops!”

God Created Moral Creatures.  Evil is the result of morally significant actions of free 
creatures.

! Sin began in the angelic realm (Gen 3:1; Jude 6; 2 Pet. 2:4; John 8:44; 1 John 3:8)
The ultimate origin of sin is a mystery, unrevealed in Scripture.  It is fundamentally 
irrational.

Lessons From Eve
! Eve distorts God's word

"You may freely eat" becomes "We may eat" minimizing God's generosity
"You must not eat it" becomes "We may not eat or touch it" exaggerating God's 

restriction
"You shall surely die" becomes "you will die" diminishes the consequence. 

Eve decides by herself. No consultation with her husband or God. She seeks autonomy, 
self-identity

God's questions: "Where are you?" inviting confession and "who told you?" identifying 
lies

Consequences of the Fall
Guilt = I _____ wrong things (Right/Wrong)
Shame = I _____ wrong (Honor/Shame)
Defiled = I am __________ (Clean/Defiled)
Fear = I will be __________ (Power/Fear)

! Physical Death = separation of material and immaterial
! Spiritual Death = separation between God and humans

What is Sin?
Wesleyan: Willful transgression of the known law of God
Calvinistic: Any falling short of God’s standard in act, thought or character
Sin as rule breaking vs. violation of relationship; Sin of the heart vs. Sin of the will
Most basically sin is violation of Shalom
Degrees of sin?  (Matt. 5:27-30; Jas. 2:10-11; Lev. 4:1-35; 5:15-19; Num. 15:22-30; Matt. 

11:20-24; 18:6; 23:14; Luke 12:47-48; John 19:11; 1 Tim. 5:8; Jas. 3:1; 1 John 5:16-18)



How Sinful Are Fallen Humans?
Pervasive (Total) Depravity:  Everything I am or is tainted by sinfulness: (Rom. 1:18-32; 

Rom. 3:10-21; 2 Cor. 7:1; Eph. 4:17-19; Tit. 1:15-16; Tit. 3:3)
Spiritual (Total) Inability: By myself I cannot change my fundamental preference for sin 

and self or restore my relationship with God  (John 6:44, 65; Rom. 3:10-18; 5:8; 6:16, 
20; 7:14-25; 8:7; Eph. 2:1-3; 1 Cor. 2:14)

The Bible affirms strongly the human entrapment in sin and inability to free themselves 
and turn to God.  It also affirms strongly the university dignity of humans as 
image of God.


