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SESSION 6. “I have not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repentance” (Luke 
5:32)

All Agree:
Human condition in sin is desperate. Apart from God’s gracious initiative people 

are wholly unable to save themselves from sin and death. Humans have 
both dignity & depravity

Christ's work on the cross is of infinite value
Justification and regeneration are by grace alone through faith alone in Christ 

alone at the time of conversion with no basis in human works of merit.
The preached gospel is the means of salvation
The mission of the church includes exaltation, evangelism and edification
Security of the believer 

Grace is undeserved, unconditional, free, freeing wonderful.  
God’s ___________ given to ____________________________________________.
Unmerited ___________ to us through Christ leading to full ___________ in 

family of God with all the rights, privileges, responsibilities thereunto 
appertaining. (Rom. 3-6, esp. 3:24; 4:4; 11:5-6; Gal. 2-3, esp. 2:21; 5:1, 13; 
Eph. 2:1-10; 2 Tim. 1:9) This is related to justification and regeneration, 
founded on the ___________ work of Christ.

God's initiation and ___________ to us through the Holy Spirit to empower us to 
live like Christ.  We are responsible to respond to God's initiative. Acts 
4:33; 6:5, 8; 1 Cor. 15:10; 2 Cor. 9:8, 14; 12:9; Eph. 4:7; 2 Tim. 2:1). This is 
related to sanctification and the ___________ work of Christ.



Types of Grace
! ___________ Grace

God has not left His sinful world alone.  He restrains sin (1 Sam. 16:14; 2 
Cor. 2:7), postpones punishment in favor of mercy (Rom. 3:25; 9:22; Acts 
17:30; 2 Pet. 3:9), encourages goodness, morality, beauty, and community 
(Luke 6:33; Rom. 2:14).  He does this via such natural means as 
government, conscience, and family as well as through supernatural 
means as church, gospel preaching and Bible.

___________ (Enabling, Resistible) Grace [Wesleyan Arminian]: 
The Holy Spirit brings the enabling grace of God to all (John 12:32; 16:8; 
Titus 2:11) to the extent that all have the freedom to determine for 
themselves whether the offer of saving grace is accepted or rejected (Rom. 
2:4-11).  This freeing of the will is also implied in the large number of 
exhortations to turn to God (Matt. 18:3; Acts 3:19), repent (Matt. 3:2; Mark 
1:15; Acts 2:38; Acts 17:30), and believe (John 6:29; 14:1; Acts 16:31; 1 John 
3:21).

___________ (Irresistible, Particular) Grace [Calvinist]
The Holy Spirit works powerfully in the heart of certain persons, infallibly 
leading them to conviction of sin and belief in the gospel.  His purpose to 
save those He has chosen for salvation and service cannot be frustrated 
(Isa. 55:11; John 6:44; Rom. 11:29; 1 Cor. 1:23-29; 2 Tim. 1:8-9)

Conversion: That voluntary change in response to the divine initiative in the gospel of 
grace in which one turns from self and Satan (___________) toward Christ 
(___________), embracing Him as savior.  It focuses on a change of fundamental 
values, from loving sin and self to loving God and His ways.

Repentance: A change of mind about who is God and what is truly important in my life 
(Luke. 3:8; Acts 26:20; 2 Tim. 2:25-26)



Faith: Faith means taking God at ___________, ___________Him to do what He says He 
will do along with personal ___________arising from that trust.  It is knowledge 
of, assent to and trust in Christ and God’s promise of forgiveness and acceptance 
based on His atoning work. It is not squashing all doubt or blind resignation 
(Mark 9:24) but active interaction between persons.

We are saved by faith ___________but the faith that saves is never 
___________ (Eph. 2:8-10; Tit. 3:5-8)

Regeneration – The act of God implanting the new ___________, the new spiritual life 
empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit, so that the deepest desires of the 
person is made holy (Ezek. 36:25-27; John 3:3-5; Tit. 3:3-7).  The fundamental 
___________& ___________are transformed.

Justification: God’s declaration that we have been ___________ as His children, 
___________ of our sin, ___________ from condemnation.  Not "just as if I'd never 
sinned," Not "viewed as if we are righteous," but actually righteous as far as 
membership in God’s family is concerned.  We are not accepted as we might be, 
nor as we will be, but as we are in Christ. Our ___________ in the family of God is 
in no way dependent on our own character or behavior (John 1:12; Rom. 3:21-31; 
4:5; 8:38-39).

Source: Free gift from God (Rom. 3:24)
! ! Ground: Jesus Christ as a propitiatory sacrifice (Rom. 3:24b-25)

Means: Faith alone (Rom. 3:22, 25, 26, 28; Eph 2:8-9; Tit. 3:5).
Justification is by ___________ alone, in Christ alone, through 
___________ alone.
It is past tense for all believers (Rom. 5:1) not future for those who 
obey



Sanctification
It is both positional, the once for all definitive dedication to God, and conditional, 
the progressive cleansing from sinful acts and character and deepening love for 
God and His ways.  

___________ (regeneration, justification, indwelling Holy Spirit, etc.) is the basis 
for the ___________, God’s encouragement and command to live like Christ (Eph. 
5:8; Phil. 2:12-13; Col. 3:3-4:6)

All agree that believers are (1) justified by grace alone; (2) An increasingly 
Christlike life is normal for believers; (3) There is a difference between position 
and condition at least at conversion, (4) All believers are regenerate and are 
indwelt by the Holy Spirit who gives power for holiness to all believers; (5) 
Absolute perfection is impossible in this world. 

All parts of all believers are progressively conformed to Christ as they keep in 
step with the Spirit, a work which will be completed only in glorification.  The is 
opposed to Keswick (exchanged or Spirit controlled life since the heart and body 
are irredeemably sinful), Perfection (Receiving entirely by faith a cleansed heart 
subsequent to regeneration, so that one is freed from the inherited sin nature) 
and Sainthood (Holiness is for a few extraordinary people). ___________ in the 
family of YHWH depends increasingly on my faithfulness in living out the life 
He has given me.  He gives me His Spirit, His body and His encouragement to 
help me do this.

If I ___________ and think, ___________ connect to Jesus, in ___________ of grace, 
and do what will make me ___________, then I will ___________ always do the 
right thing. 

Perseverance/Security:
All agree: (1) God will never reject the believer; (2) Not even Satan can steal a 
believer away from the love of God.

Perseverance of the ___________: God will never let His children go.  He 
who began a good work in you will continue it until the day of 
Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:6)



Perseverance of the ___________: Believers are kept by the power of God 
Himself but He honors human choice so salvation is conditional 
upon continued faith in Christ. A true believer can commit apostasy 
or slip away through apathy.

Preservation of the ___________: Believers will live out the deep desires of 
their regenerate hearts empowered by the Spirit and aided by the 
encouragements and warnings to persevere.

!  
John 10:27-29

! ! The Only Condition (27)
! ! The Eternal Gift (28a)
! ! The Powerful Protection (28c, 29)
! ! The Unconditional Guarantee (28b – not not perish into eternity)

Rom. 8:29-39
The Unbreakable Sequence (29-30)
The Obvious Conclusion (32)

! ! The Irreversible Verdict (33-34)
The Invincible Love (35-39)

! John 15:1-9

Hebrews 3:7-19; 5:11-6:12; 10:26-39; 12:3-12

NEXT SESSION: All the believers were together and were continually devoting 
themselves to the apostles' teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to 
prayer. (Acts 2:44, 42)


