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SESSION 8:  We wait for the blessed hope – the glorious appearing of our great God 
and Savior, Jesus Christ (Tit. 2:13)

Death
The fundamental idea of human death – ____________ of what was never intended to 
be______.

 Physical Death – _____________ of material and immaterial (Eccl. 12:7)
! Separation from this life (Phil. 1:23-24); Cessation of bodily life (Jas. 2:26)
Spiritual Death – __________ and __________ separation from God (Eph. 2:1,12).
Eternal Death – Eternal confirmation of spiritual death (Rev 20:13-14).

Why are we afraid of death?
Why funerals? A ceremony showing and remembering the importance of a human 

being.  Also, a support ministry sharing and releasing the grief. A ministry of 
closure on that person's life.  This person is dead and life must go on without 
him/her.

What about cremation?                                    When is a person dead?

What happens after death? (Intermediate State)
Existence does not end at death: there is personal immortality for every person. Our 

state after death is irrevocably determined during life on earth (Heb. 9:27; 2 Cor. 
5:10). 

The believer's hope: Death means we will be with Christ (Luke 16:19-31; 23:39-43; Phil.
1:21-23; 2 Cor. 5:1-10). Following that we will return with Jesus (1 Thess. 4:13-17) 
and receive our resurrected bodies (1 Cor. 15; Rev. 20:4-6)

What of ghosts? (1 Sam. 28; Matt. 27:51-53; Mark 6:49; Acts 12:15)
Soul Sleep? (1 Cor. 15:18, 51; 1 Thess 4:13-14; Luke 16:23-31; Rev. 6:9-11)
Purgatory?  (1 Cor 3:12-15)
Rewards? (Matt 16:27; 25:13-30; Luke 19:12-27; Rom 14:10; 2 Cor. 5:10; Eph 6:8)

What is God’s Kingdom:  The LORD's mission to rescue and renew his sin-marred 
creation, establishing His rule, defeating the human and angelic evil powers, bringing 
order to all relationships, enacting justice, and being worshiped as Lord (Isa 11; Ezek. 
36:22-38; Zech 8, 10; Luke 19:11-12; Col. 1:12-21) 



The eternal (providential) kingdom: God is king over all (Psa. 103:19)
The messianic kingdom: Messiah will be the Davidic earthly king (2 Sam 7:8-16; Psa 

110), the Danielic heavenly Son of Man (Dan. 7) and Isaiah’s suffering servant 
(Isa. 53).  He will come apocalyptically, judge God’s enemies, regather God’s 
people, pour out the Spirit, purify from sin, reign personally from Jerusalem and 
be worshiped by all nations.  This kingdom will involve spiritual (Isa 61:10), 
moral (Psa 72), social (Micah 4:1-5), political (Zech 14), physical (Isa 32:13-15), 
ecclesiastical (Zech 8) and doxological (Zech 14:16-17) impact.  It has begun with 
the coming of Messiah Jesus (Matt 12:28) but its consummation is still future 
(Matt. 26:64; Acts 1:6-8).

The inaugurated kingdom: The kingdom has begun, but not yet consummated.  Jesus is 
anointed king, but not yet reigning king.  People with eyes of faith recognize His 
authority now.

The Coming of Christ: The fact of His coming is definite.  The time of His coming is 
indefinite.  His coming will be personal, physical, visible, imminent, triumphant 
and glorious.

Jesus will come for His own (John 14:1-3; 1 Cor. 15:51-58; 1 Thess. 4:13-18).  

What relation does this have to the 7 year tribulation (Jer. 30:7; Dan 9:24-27)?
Pre-Tribulational: His coming precedes the tribulation (“Come for” [John. 14:3; 1 

Cor. 15:50-54; 1 Thess. 4:13-18] vs. “come with” [(Zech. 14:1-9; 1 Thess. 3:13; 
Jude 14; Rev. 19:11-16]; order of 1 Thess 4 and 5; Rev. 3:10)

Pre-Wrath:  His coming is during the tribulation but before the day of God’s 
wrath which begins with the opening of the seventh seal (Rev. 6:16-17; 8:1)

Post-Tribulational: His coming is after the tribulation with God’s people 
protected from God’s wrath as Israel was from the angel of death (No 
rapture in Revelation, “come for” = “come with”)

Millennium: The time of the messianic kingdom on earth (see above).  
Premillennial: Messiah will return to establish His kingdom on earth

Dispensational: There will be a national future for Israel in fulfillment of O.T. 
prophecy following the “times of the gentiles” (Luke 21:24; Rom. 
11:25).

Historic: The O.T. promises have been reinterpreted to include all nations.



Postmillennial: The preaching of the Spirit-blessed gospel will have 
overwhelming success in bringing the world to Christ so that 
righteousness will reign.  Then Messiah will come.  The theonomist 
variation is that the kingdom will be achieved by establishing God’s Law.

Amillennial: Messiah is reigning from heaven now.  The kingdom of God is being 
achieved by gradual moral & spiritual development by Christ’s church 
working in the world. Beale and Hoekema’s variation is that the 
millennium is the eternal state. O.T. "millennial" prophecies refer to the 
new earth. (Isa. 11:6-9; 65:17-25)

Eternal State
Hell: The place prepared for _____________________ (Matt. 25:43), a place of utter 
destruction and negation resulting from exclusion from relationship with God (Rev. 
14:13; 19:20; 20:10, 14)

Are unbelievers burned up (Matt. 3:10-12; 13:40-42, 50) and destroyed after a period of 
punishment (Matt 10:28; 2 Thess. 1:7-9), or is hell an eternal, conscious state 
(Matt. 25:46; Dan. 12:2; Jn. 3:36; Rev. 14:10-11; 20:8-15).

Are there degrees of punishment in hell? (Matt. 11:20-24; 23:14-15; Rom. 1:24-32)

Heaven: Being ________, doing the cool things He likes to do. Face-to-face presence 
with God, a complete end of sin and all results of sin, a time of service and life for God's 
glory (Rev. 21-22)

Will we spend eternity in a purely spiritual place, apart from space-time or will we 
dwell on the new earth, a place somewhat like Eden as psycho-physical beings? 
Will we recognize loved ones?  What age will we be? 

NEXT SESSION: A Life Lived Soli Deo Gloria!


